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C O M P E T I T I O N  C O M M E N T
  B Y  A N T  K A S C H U L A  

The event which was a huge success and one of the social 
highlights of the year attracted fi fty one participants from eleven 
different countries. Whilst the tournament is fi shed on an individual 
rather than a team basis, competitors were split into eighteen teams 
which had a minimum of two fi shermen per team. Teams required 
a minimum of two fi shermen, primarily from a safety point of view 
owing to the large number of big crocs in the river and the impossibility 
of safely landing a large fi sh on one's own.

Fishing was restricted to the section of the river from Murchison 
Falls to the delta with Lake Albert although the majority of the 
competitors didn't venture anywhere near as far as the delta, preferring 
to fi sh upstream of Paraa.

The tournament ran for three full days, starting at 7am and 
returning to the south bank jetties at 6.30pm. Red Chilli Rest camp 
was blocked off by the organisers as this is where the majority of the 
competitors were accommodated in a mix of tents, self-contained 
bungalows and cottages with shared bathroom facilities.
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The venue for the 2009 Murchison Falls Invitational Tournament was held on the Victoria 
Nile in Murchison Falls National Park, western Uganda between the 5th and 7th March. 

History of the Tournament
The fi rst tournament was held in 2005 and like many fi shing 

events originally started off as a good excuse for a bunch of blokes 
to get together for a booze up rather than a competitive event. 

Since then, the event has gained momentum and has now become 
an invitational tournament which this year drew anglers from Uganda, 
Kenya, Tanzania, Scotland, England, Sweden, Zimbabwe, South 
Africa, Australia, The Netherlands and Canada. 2009 was also the fi rst 
year with more than one female entrant of which there were a total of 
fi ve female competitors (one of whom caught the largest fi sh).

The tournament has also become an IGFA inshore qualifying 
event. This means that that winner of the Murchison competition gains 
a place at the IGFA Inshore World Championships which is usually 
held in Florida, USA.

With the growth of the event, sponsorship has grown immensely 
with some big sponsors coming on board which have really helped to 
raise the profi le of the event. In 2007 and 2008 in addition to outboard 
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motors, new tyres, fi shing tackle, shirts and caps, complimentary 
beverages etc., the winning prize was a brand new Duroboat with 
motor and trailer valued at over US$15 000.00.

Tournament Rules and Regulations
The competition was limited to a maximum of eighteen boats with 

a minimum of two anglers per boat and a maximum of four anglers 
and whilst competitors are required to fi sh in teams, the competition is 
scored on an individual rather than team basis with small prizes being 
awarded to teams for aggregate points, spirit of the competition etc.

The river was divided into three sections, and teams had to fi sh 
within their allotted sections on each day. This limited the total number 
of boats fi shing in any single section to a maximum of six boats per 
sector (see attached map). The top or fi rst sector was predominantly 
the gorge section from immediately below the falls to the exit of the 
gorge, sector two included the bottom of the gorge to Nyamsika Cliffs 
and Sector three was from Nyamsika Cliffs all the way to Lake Albert 
(few if any anglers made the effort to venture anywhere near the delta). 
The draw for sectors was done on the fi rst evening after which teams 
would rotate in a clockwise direction i.e. Sector 1 on day one went 
to Sector 3 on day 2 etc.

The river was closed to all fi shing for a week leading up to the 
tournament. Competitors were allowed to bring their own dead baits 
but live bait could only be caught within the hours of the competition 
and within competitors' allocated fi shing sector. Live baits were 
allowed to be exchanged between team members but were not allowed 
to be swapped between teams.

Competitors were limited to fi shing a maximum of two rods at a 
time which meant while one was fi shing for live bait one could only 
have one 'big' rod in the water for perch.

Owing to the wild and rugged nature of the location, safety was 
of paramount importance and all boats were inspected to ensure 
that they were in possession of lifejackets, contingency fuel, mobile 
phones, paddles, rope etc.

The tournament was conducted on a 100% catch and release 
basis and a brief was given to competitors on how to correctly weigh 
and handle large fi sh without damaging them as well as how to best 
resuscitate them prior to release. Weighing slings and scales were 
provided by the tournament organisers and to ensure proper handling 
of fi sh, dead fi sh did not score any points. 

Points Scoring Fish
Target (point scoring) species included: Nile perch, semutundu 

catfi sh (Bagrus sp.), vundu, Mali catfi sh (Clarias sp.) and tigerfi sh. 
Sketches and photographs of these were provided to competitors to 
aid identifi cation owing to the similarities between several species.

Points were awarded as follows:
Nile Perch
5 kilos and below: 25 points
5.01-20 kilos: 50 points
20.01-50 kilos: 100 points
Above 50.01 kilos: 100 points plus 5 bonus points per  

 kilo above 50.
Any fi sh over 50 kilos needed to be verifi ed by a tournament 

judge, several of whom were stationed in each fi shing sector.

Semutundu, vundu and Mali catfi sh
15 kilos and below: 20 points
Above 15.01 kilos: 50 points
Tigerfi sh

Any size so long as the fi sh is released alive and not used as 
bait: 10 points

NB: Using measurements of length, girth and weight from 
numerous fish caught in the Victoria Nile over the years, a 
measurement vs. weight method has been devised which allows one 
to accurately estimate weight using girth and/or length measurements. 
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To reduce unnecessary damage to large fi sh, it is likely that in the 
coming tournaments that length/girth measurements will be used to 
assess weight rather than taking any weight measurements. 

Day 1
The tournament started off well with a total of 27 fi sh being landed 

on the fi rst day, which included 14 perch. The largest perch of the day 
was a 61 kilo perch caught by Pete Baldwin which put him in second 
place to Gustav Brew who landed six perch and two catfi sh. 

Interestingly Gustav's largest perch was only 17 kilos but owing 
to the points scoring system which gives additional points for any 
competitor who catches more than fi ve target species, this put him in 
the lead by a very long way.

Day 2
The second day's fi shing was slightly slower than the fi rst with 

a total of 21 target fi sh being landed which included 12 perch. The 
largest fi sh of the tournament, a 64 kilo fi sh was caught by Brigitte 
Cockayne in the middle sector of the river.

Day 3
As with previous tournaments, the third and last day of the 

tournament was the slowest and only 17 fi sh were landed which 
included 12 perch. As a result of the lead that Gustav Brew made 
on day one, he only caught one other fi sh during the course of the 
tournament but his lead was enough to secure fi rst place.

Top 10 - Overall Results
POS ANGLER TEAM TOTAL POINTS

1ST G. Brew THE HAGGIS 360
2ND L. Nightingale TANGO SAMANI 265
3RD P. Baldwin LATES 1 255
4TH P. de Jong COCKEYE 215
5TH B. Cockayne VIKING 170
6TH P. Glodring COCKEYE 150
7TH J. Dhal THE OFFICE 145
8TH T. Cockayne VIKING 120
9TH S. Moldenhauer LATES 1 -
10TH G. Thompson VIKING 90

Thanks to Organisers and Tournament Sponsors
The event ran incredibly smoothly and huge thanks must go to 

Sam Moray and Alistair Brew for organising the event, a feat which 
took many months of planning and co-ordinating. Thanks also to 
Castle Lager and Ruwenzori Bottling Company for the beers and 
mineral water provided to competitors and thanks to all of the other 
sponsors which made the event such a huge success.

African Fisherman Magazine, AON, BMS Minerals, Captain 
Andy's, Castle Lager, Classic Africa Safaris, Icemark Africa, Ndege 
Juu, Nile River Explorers, Nissan, Rapala Normark, Ruwenzori 
Bottling Company, Uganda Wildlife Authority, Wild Frontiers

Thanks this year go to volunteers for their assistance on the 
day to: Ant Kaschula, Alastair Brew, Cole Dodge, Andy from Wild 
Frontiers, Staff and offi cials of UWA, Dr Andrew Sekitoliko.

2010 Competition
The dates for the 2010 Murchison Falls Invitational 

Tournament have tentatively been set from the 4th – 6th March 
2010. Tournament Organisers next are Sam Moray and Paul 

Goldring - contact email: sammoray.eac@gmail.com.
For more information on Murchison Falls and other angling 

opportunities contact Ant Kaschula on
 e-mail: ant@privateguidedsafaris.com
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Murchison Falls, also known as Kabalega Falls or 
Kabarega Falls, is a waterfall on the Nile. It breaks the 
Victoria Nile, which flows across northern Uganda from 
Lake Victoria to Lake Kyoga and then to the north 
end of Lake Albert in the western branch of the East 
African Rift. At the top of Murchison Falls, the Nile 
forces its way through a seven metre gap in the rocks 
and tumbles 43 metres down, then flows westward into 
Lake Albert. The outlet of Lake Victoria sends around 
300 cubic metres per second (11,000 ft³³/s) of water 
over the falls, squeezed into a gorge less than ten metres 
(30 ft) wide.
Sir Samuel Baker, who in 1864 was the first European to 
see the falls, named them after Sir Roderick Murchison, 
president of the Royal Geographical Society. The falls 
lend their name to the surrounding Murchison Falls 
National Park.
During the regime of Idi Amin in the 1970s the name 
was changed to Kabarega Falls, after the Omukama 
(King) Kabarega of Bunyoro, although this was never 
legally promulgated. The name reverted to Murchison 
Falls following the downfall of Idi Amin. It is still 
sometimes referred to as Kabarega Falls.
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